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Hazg Once Aaam
'Key Candzdate to
Head State Dept
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By Roben G Kaiser - ~
wuhlng:on mzsnnwmor Toae
Gen. “Alexander M. Haig Jr. is once
again a leading candidata for the post
of secmtary of stats in the Reagan ad-
ministration, .well-placed sources said
yesterday, ‘suggesting anew that the
search for a Reagan Cabinet is some-
thmg of a political roller-coaster’ ride. .
At the end of last week the same.
knowledgeable sources were talking as-
though Haig’s fortunes were. fading
fast after Republican leadersin-the
Senate warned. that a messy oonfirma-
tion .fight ‘was possible ~if:_Ronald..
‘Reagan did: nominate the former chief
of - stafE inr 'Rxchard leons thte
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One factor that helped revive Haig’s \
prospects, sources in the transition
team. said yesterday, was the paucity
of alternatives to him.- “Look- at the

" choices,” one transition official said af-
ter predicting  that . “Haig xs gomg to |
get it” - '

Alternatives - mentioned by sourc%
close ; to 7 Reagan last * Friday were’ s

George P. Shultz, Caspar W. Wem-'
berger and William J. Casey. Shultz is!

hotly opposed by many conservatives, | -

_Weinberger is in line.to be secretary

~of defense and Casey is set to become

-director " of " the (,entral Intellizence |
Agency. None o has exten-
sxve experience in forengn affairs. -
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